Crime lab delay puts

updated public safety crime lab. The
current facility is cramped, outdated
and severely backlogged.
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Inarguably, Monroe County needs an
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the Monroe proposed Capital Im-
County crime provement Program,
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projects.

The crime lab has profound public
safety responsibilities, including test-
ing almost 900 firearms a year for pos-
sible criminal links, and analyzing
DNA in sex offender cases and evi-
dence from almost 2,000 drug-related
cases yearly. It is possible that law en-
forcement possesses weapons that are
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tied to more than one crime, but be-
cause we lack the resources to test
them in a timely manner, victims of
those crimes could be left without the
resolution they deserve,

When Monroe County Executive
Maggie Brooks proposed this critically
needed project, the cost was estimated
at $12 million; now it's $30 million.
More delays will result in higher costs.

The location of the new crime lab
has also become a matter of concern.
Reportedly, some of the sites initially
considered by the Brooks administra-
tion are properties linked to former
GOP county legislaior and GOP con-
tributor Peter Formicola,

We must ensure that political con-
siderations play no role in the selection
of our lab’s location, a point our local
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Assembly delegation correctly raised
when approached for state funding as- .
sistance. The site should be chosen:
with cost-effectiveness, efﬁc:ency of
use and accessibility as top- priorities.
Bulldmg a new crime lab must be'a
primary goal for our county; its rieed is
clearly documented and is a matter o
public safety. Each delay will lead to
higher costs, in terms of constructic
and human resources. Moreover, whiefi -
a district attorney has to wait mornths
for evidence tests to be returned, ju
tice is delayed. As we all know, justide.
delayed is justice denied. Either-of ="~
those outcomes is unacceptabie when ai
solution is within our reach. o
County officials must work together.-
to guarantee this project is completed -
in a timely, responsible manriet. Doing
so will ensure that taxpayer funds are
used wisely and will provide otr law
enforcement partners with the tools:
they need to solve crimes and keep out '
communities safe .

Bronson, D-Rochester, is 'rﬁ'tﬁortty ;
leader in the Monroe County Legtsla- : .
ture,



