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(585) 6474072

E-MAIL carly1002@aol.com September 10, 2007
bl

To The Honorable

Monroe County Legislature
389 West Main Street
Rochester, New York 14614

Re: Protecting the Right to Shelter for Victims of Domestic or Dating Violence,
Residing in Monroe County

In June of 2005, a woman residing in Jacksonville, North Carolina, was evicted
from her home the day after she was released from hospital after being shot 6 times and
thrown from a second story window. Although it was her ex-boyfriend who committed
the violent acts, the landlord decided it was the “best interest for everyone” for this
woman to find shelter elsewhere.

Domestic violence is a crime that continues to be a devastating problem 1n the
United States. According to Amnesty International USA, everyday about 700 women are
raped or assaulted by their spouse or partner. A survey conducted in the City of Rochester
by Women Against a Violent Environment (WAVE) found that of 781 female
respondents, 52% feared for their lives due to persistent situations of violent abuse.
Women, men, and children from all racial, religious, ethnic, and socioeconomic
backgrounds are affected and may become victims of domestic or dating violence. All too
often, victims do not report their abusers out of denial, fear, or simply because they do
not know who they can turn to for help.

It is often the case that victims are dependent on their abusers for fundamental
necessities, including shelter; making the critical decision to leave far more complicated.
Congress has found that within surveyed cities, domestic or dating violence was a direct
cause of homelessness in 44 percent of women while across the nation, 92 percent of
homeless women have experienced severe physical or sexual abuse at some time in their
lives. In 2005, the 109™ Congress updated and reauthorized the Violence against Women
Act (VAWA), a crucial piece of legislation towards the protection of victim’s rights. A
new section, Title VI, was added, securing the nght of domestic or dating violence
victims to appropnate and safe housing.

Although this law 1s available to victims it 1s restrictive to persons in federally
subsidized housing (Section 8) and does not apply to all victims. Likewise, in 2006 the
New York State Legislature passed a bilt providing for early lease termination in certain
cases.

{5 printed on recyclad papar



Because the application of these laws is selective and because Monroe County has always
been a leader in the fight against domestic and dating violence, it is imperative that we
act to strengthen the rights of victims of domestic and dating violence. Therefore, I
propose the adoption of a local law to enforce Title VI of the VAWA in Monroe County.
This proposed legislation shall define and protect victims from unlawful discrimtnatory
acts in the sale, lease, or rental of real property.

The specific legislative actions required:
1. Schedule and hold a public hearing on this proposed local law

2. Enact the proposed local law, amending the Monroe County
Administrative Code & Charter

This proposed local law will have no impact on the revenues and/or expenditures of the
2007 Monroe County Budget.

Respectfully Submitted,
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By Legslators and

Intro. No.

LOCAL LAW NO. OF 2007

A LOCAL LAW ENTITLED "PROTECTING THE RIGHT TO SHELTER FOR VICTIMS
OF DOMESTIC OR DATING VIOLENCE, RESIDING IN MONROE COUNTY"

BE ITENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE CQOUNTY OF MONROE, as follows:

Section 1. Part IV, General Local Laws of the Administrative Code and Charter of Monroe
County is hereby amended to include the following local law:

Chapter §  Protecting the Right to Shelter for Victums of Domestic or Dating Violence, Residing in
Monroe County

1. Definitions
A A victim of domestic or dating violence shall be defined by the following;
(1) any person who has been subjected to an act or series of acts that: (a) constitute a
misdemeanor, felony or other violation of law against the person as defined in state or
federal law (b) would consutute a misdemeanor, felony or other violation of law against
property as defined in state or federal law.
(2) Such act or series of acts as defined in subdivision (1) must have been committed by a
current or former spouse or domestic partner of the victim, by a person with whom the
victim shares a child in common, by a person who is cohabiting with or has cohabited with
the victim, by a person who is or has been in a continuing social relationship of a romantic
or intimate nature with the victim, or a person who is or has continually or at regular
intervals lived in the same household as the victim.
(3) Such act or series of acts as defined in subdivision (1) must also (a) result in the actual
physical or emotional injury of the person whether or not such conduct has actually
resulted in crminal charges, prosecution or conviction; or (b) create a substantial risk of
physical or emotional harm to such person whether or not such conduct has actually
resulted in criminal charges, prosecution or conviction.
B. Documentation certifying status as a victim of domestic or dating violence shall be
defined by the following:
(1} A police report or domestic incident report indicating that the person was a victim of
domestic or dating violence;
(2) A valid court order of protection or other court order from a court of competent
junsdiction protecting the person from the perpetrator;
(3) Documentation from an attomney, district attorney, victim advocate, medical
professional, domestic violence advocate, health care provider, a member of the clergy or
counselor that the person was undergoing treatment for, or seeking assistance to address
physical or mental injurtes or abuse resulting from domestic or dating violence.

2. Unlawful discriminatory acts in the sale, lease or rental of real property

A It shall be an unlawful discriminatory act for the owner, lessor, lessee, sub-lessee,
assignee, or managing agent or other person having the nght to sell, rent, or lease, or to
approve the sale, rental, or lease of, housing accommodations, including publicly assisted
housing accommeodations, constructed or to be constructed, or any interest therein, or any
agent or employee thereof:

(1) To refuse to sell, rent, lease, or to refuse the approval of the sale, rental or lease of such
a housing accommedation because of a persons or group of persons, actual or perceived






