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August 13, 2007

Tor the Honornble

Monree County Legislature

19 West Main Strect
Rochester, New York 14614

He: Public Education Campaign Regording Wireless AMBER Alerts
Honorable Legislatory:

The AMBER Alert program wazs developed in 1996 afier the kidnapping and tragic murder of 9-
vear-old Amber Hagerman in Arlington, Texos, Within minutes of Amber's abduction, witnesses
were able T provide the police with o deseription of her abductor and his vehicle, however, the
palice had no wiy Lo quickly disseminate this information to the public to enlist the community s
help in the ensuing search,

Al the prompting of eoneerned citizens, law enforcement ngencies in the Dallas area joined
forces with loeal broadeasters o design o system that could immedintely alert the public in an
alxluction cose such g Amber’s, where the threat to the child is severe and police hove a
deseription of the abductor, The AMBER Alert program uses the Emergency Alert System, the
same system used [or wenther and other civil emergencies, o broadeast descriptions of an
abidugted child and suspected abductor on beth radio and television, Over the past len years.
AMBER Alents progroms hove been implemented in every LLS. state, and according to the ULS,
Depurtment of Justice, have assisted i the reseue ol over 324 children,

Recently, the Maticnal Center for Missing and Exploited Children and the LLS, Deportment of
Justive have poartnered with Wireless Foundation and the membership of CTIA-The Wircless
Associntion to expand the rench of AMBER Alerts by dalivering them o cell phones and other
electronic devices copable of receiving text messages. Individunls whose wireless carrier is
partieipating in the progrom may register ol www wirelessamberalerts.org and choose up 1o fve
zip codes Trom which they'd like 1o be notilfied in the ense of an AMBER Alert, Approximately
200 1 250 AMBER Alerts are activated ocross the notion each vear. Subscribers will only
regeive an Alert if a notice is sent pertaining to the zip codes they designated when they signed
up for the program.

The First three hours aller a chilil hos been abducted nre the most eritical Gor rescoe efforts, The
wider the distrilagion of an AMBER Alent notifiention, the more hope there is for the safe
recovery of the ehild. Therelore, we regquest that Monroe County nssist in this effort by providing
o link on i website Ut will direct residents (o psite where they can register b receive wireles
AMBDER Alerts, We Turther request that the County distribute bulleting with imformntion atwout
the Wireless AMBER Alert Campaign o ali county deparments, town and village olfices,
school districts, amd the libeavics within the Monroe County Library Sysivm.

Costs asgocinted with this proposal should not exceed 53,000 and are 1o be ahurbed by the
Caoninty s cantingeney acoounl.
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