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To the Honorable Monroe County Legislature
407 County Office Building

39 West Main Street

Rochester, NY 14614

Re: Changing the Irondequoit Bay Outlet Bridge Operating Schedule

Honorable Legislators:

The Irondequoit Bay Outlet Bridge, commonly referred to as the “Swing Bridge”, spans
the narrow channel that connects Irondequoit Bay to Lake Ontario. It is maintained and operated
by the Monroe County Department of Transportation (DOT) in conformity with permits granted
by the United States Coast Guard (Coast Guard).

During the seven “warm weather” months from April 1* to October 31* the bridge
roadway is swung to the shore to allow boats to navigate the channel 24 hours a day. During the
five winter months from November 1* to March 31* the bridge roadway connects Lake Road in
Webster with Culver Road in the Sea Breeze neighborhood of Irondequoit.

Opened in 1998, this small bridge significantly impacts the daily lives of residents,
business owners, recreational and commercial boaters, commuters, and visitors to this beautiful
part of our county. Originally operated with only four months of vehicular access, the schedule
was improved to add a fifth month by the Legislature in 2000 due to a clear lack of boating
activity in the colder weather. This change was eventually granted by the Coast Guard in 2003,
after a three-year study determined the change was appropriate. (For purposes of historical
context, a timeline is attached with this referral.)

Given that this channel is the only connection between the Lake and the Bay, and also
designated a “Harbor of Refuge” by the Coast Guard, reasonable access for boaters to navigate it
rightly takes precedence over vehicle traffic. However, studies conducted by DOT from 1999 to
2003 reported minimal boating use of the channel during cold weather months. By comparison
an estimated 5,600 vehicles cross the bridge per day when it is open to road traffic — and still
allows many small, non-sailboats to pass under the bridge clearance.
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