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Commiltan Assignmant

August 7, 2006 Mamorfalizing Refarvat—— -

To the Honorable

Monroe County Legislature ’
407 County Office Building

39 West Main Street

Rochester, NY 14614

Re:  Memorinlizing the United States Congress to readily pass, and President

George W. Bush to sign ILR. 5642, the Sale CHmate Act, and Begin

Progressive Measures to Fight the [rvevocable Effects of Global Climate
Change

Honorable Legistalors:

According to the EPA, the period 1985 to 2000 held ten of the warmest years in the 20"
century. The global mean surface temperature has increased 0.6-1.2 degrees Fahrenheil
over temperatures recorded beginning in the 1800s. Since the pre-industrial age
atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide have increased by 30%, methanc by 100%

and nitrous oxide by 15%. In Janvary 1995, an ice chunl the size of Rhode !sland broke
from the Antarctic glacier and fell into the sea,

There is no doubt, global climate ehange, also referred to as global warming, is presont
and affecting our atmospheric system. Scienlists continue to deliberate as to ihe specific
consequences of those affects, but in any event, they will and already have begun to
drastically impact our ecology and the world as we kinow it.

In 1989, the Environmental Protection Agency issued a report entitled “The Potential
Effects of Global Climate Change on the Uniled Stales.” [n the teport, measures and
*strategic planning” were recommended on how the nation weuld be able to prepare for
the destructive ramifications of global climate change, assuming thal no preventative
measures had been taken prior, In 1992, the United States pacticipated in the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the objective being to brainstorm
measuces that could be taken in order te prevent “dangerous anthropogenic interfarence”
with our climate system. For several years, governments worldwide have been well

informed as to the potentipl impacts and future global crisis resulting from global clin‘m!e-
change, yet many consistently fail to act.
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" The Uniled States holds only 5% of the wotld's population, but annually produces 200,
of the world’s lotal greenhouse

California, along with 32 of his colleagues, have submitted bill [{.R. 5642, the Saj-
Climate Act for consideration. This (egistation calis for an emissions reduction plan 1
will altempl 1o freeze greenhouse gas emissions at their 2009 levels, Begmning i 2011«
cap of a 2% reduction in annual cmissions would be sol and achieved in 2020, when
emission levels potentially wiil be reduced lo 1990 emission Teveis. Fram thore, the
emissions cap would be sct lo a §% reduction annually. The nltimale wnall o reach
amission levels that are §0% helow 1990 levels by the year 2050,

This is not the first lime that the issue of global climate change has boen hrought 1o the

Mlonr of Congress to be debated, hawever it is the most crucial time. The werk] hos
already begun to sce the impacks from a wanuer global core temperature; steonger ol

more vintent stotin systems, increasing average daily temperatures, melling claciers, ondd
a constant rising sea level. f passed, the Sale Climate Act will not only help o dowe
carhon and other greenhouise gas emissions from the atmosphere, hut o will also acip o
the fight lo preserve the ozane layer, and prevent taxic air pollulion

Therefore, we ask you Lo join vs in urging the United States Congress to pass and
President George W. Bush to sign bill H.R. 5642 into law, legisiation critiaf fo stoine
glabal climute change through the significant reduction of greenhonse ans eminsions
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