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To the Honorable

Monroe County Legtslature

407 County Office Building
39 West Main Strect
Rochester, New York (4614

Re:  Memorializing the Bush Administration to [ncrease Funding for the Assistance to
Fircfighters Grant Program,

Honorabie Legislators:

Fire departments nationwide are straining their resources to keep pace with increasing
tesponsibilities and the rising costs of modern equipment., Outfitting just one firefighter can cost as
much as $5.000. while the cost of a ladder truck can be weil over $500,000. In addition, specialized
training is more frequently required to prepare firefighters Lo respond (o crisis situations.

The Assistance to Firefighters Grant program (FIRE graats), administered by the Depatment of
Homeland Security, was created in 2001 to help [ire departments neet these costs. It provides
career and volunteer five departments across the country with funds to purchase essential equipment
and tmplement valvable training programs that decrease the risk of injury for frefighters and enable
them to better protect the public.

Upstate New York has benefited immensely from these grants. In 2005, Monroc County fire
departments received over $950,600 in FIRE grants, and over the past 5 years the county has seen
approximately $4 million in funding through this program.

Recognizing Lhe value of these grants, Congress authorized $1 billion for he program for 2007. The
Bush Administration, which has consistently under funded the program, has allocated only $293
willion lor the program in its 2007 budget. a 46% decrease fram the 2006 funding level of $542
million,

These grants bave proven to be crucial to rural, subwrban, and urban fire departments, allowing

them o purchase specialized equipment and update aging facilities, as well as undertake emergency
response training and implement fire prevention programs.
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Tirelighters, many of them volunteers, risk their lives fo protect our communitics. It is umhinkab?c
10 deny them the [unds they need to safely carry out their work. Therefore, we urge you to join us in
memorializing the Bush Administration to restore funding for the Assistance 1o Firefighters Grant
program to, M minimum, its, 2006 jevel
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